; Vindicating it felf Hom 

TREASON 
AND 

REBELLION. 


OR, 


A brief diſcovery how the Faith of the 


Grace of God ro manward, in, and through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who once appeared 1n 
the cnd of the world, to put away fin by the ſa- 
crifice of himſelf, and by means thereof is the 
Saviour of the world ; As likewiſe che hope of 
his appearing the {econd time without fin, to 
the ſalvation of them that look for him nor 
onely clears it {elt from, bur moſt dire&ly and 
ſeverely reproves all manner of Sedition, and 
refiſting the powers that God by his providence 
ſers over us,wherher they be good and gentle to 
us, or whether they be troward, and riſe up a- 
gainlt us. 
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Vindicating it ſelf from 
TREASON & REBELLF 


2x He Truth believed and profeſſed by us 
| concerning Chrilt, | 

” 1. In what he hath already done in» 
_ and by himſelf, as the Son of God; and 
- Saviour of the world, 

AY CEDAGD 2. In what he is now become, and doing 
for us inthe name of the Father, as the Saviour of all 
men; eſpecially of chem that believe : And | 

3. In whar he will do ro the utmoſt ſalvation of them - 
that believe, and wait for him. 

Theſe being the great things of Gods Law, as they re- 
ceive nor reftimony from man; or depend not on thar for 
rheir auchoriry, ſo neither need they any mans help ts 
vindicate chem from any lye, or unreaſonable and unjuſt 
thing roward God, or man , but doe fully acquir them- 
ſelves by cheir direQ and cleare oppoſition to every cor- 
rupt principle and practice. We ſhall therefore ſay no- 
thing ro vindicate them or the fincete profeſſors of 
chem) from thoſe evil rhoughrs and ſpeeches that may be 
occaſioned by the wicked, and ungodly praftiſes of ſome 
ſuch, as hzving a form of godtineſs, deny the power thereof ; 
but onely afferr them briefly under ſome few heads of 
chem» and ſhew what they are, and what inftruions do 
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| F-=34 (4): 
naturally ariſe from them, as we have received thn from 
the teſtimony of the Lord, _ ler them ipeak for them- * 


ay $ Wn he = | 
! 7, nat wedz and come ſhort of t fey of | 
Rom 3.27, Got, they were created in the firlt A= + 


»4. with dans, yea; when they were become altogether filchy,and 
<h.5.6-12- enemies to God ; yer God ſo loved the world of mankinde, | 


Ich ; that ht gave oze, begotten Son the Szvionr thereof char 
% 8-4 ' whoſorner of them (through hisgrace-in, and through this 
1 Johzr 4 unſpeakablegitr of Grace, bringing Salvation co all men 


Joh.z, 7. in cn? time) believeth im him, ſhould not periſh, but have fe 
Gal.1.4.& verlaſting life. For God ſent no his Son into the world to 
_ condexys the world, but that the wor 1d through him might be 
[aved.* And thatithis onely begorren'Son of God, accor- 
ding tothe will of God the Father, by whom he was fore- 
ordained and appointed to this work from the beginning, 
| and with whom his underraking was accepted, & precious. 
Heb. 9.24, ro this end ; He in the fulneſs f time,once 11 the end of the » 
1 Tiw,!. 99r/d, came into the world, and appearedin a body,won- 
Luke 19. Cerfully prepared for mm, _ in the womb of a Virgin was _ 
10, made of a woman, made under the Laws to redeem them that ' 
Heb.2.9. were under the law ; to ſave ſinners, eventhat which was: ? 
1 Ft.3. folt; fd he by the grace of God taited death for every 
t Tim, 2.4, 794% the juſt for the unjuſt ; le gave himſelf a ranſome for 
FE all; and by the meanes thereof 15 the. mediator between. 
God aud men, that he might be relithed, or himſelf be- 
cone a teſtimony in due tine ; that ſohe might bring wu 
to God. 
i. Thispcinciple evinceth,that all were loſt by fingeven 
2 Corin. 5. become dead in ſms and treſpaſſes, ani by nature children of 
whefa. wrath, oneas. well as another. Foraſmuch (ſaith the Apo- 
*:4:F ile) as one died for all ; we therefore, and from thence 
judge that all were dead z and therefore henceforth, fince 
we have receivedthis judgement, we judge, or know 10. 
man after the fleſh, ot as the wiſdome of the fleſh reacheth, ac- 
Rom 3.23. cording ro outward or fleſhly differences 3 for there s 
no differe uce, for all have ſinnea, and come ſhort of the glory 


of God. 
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By this DoQrine all are proved to be under fin in thetm- - 
ſelves, and as from Adam; whence ir is affirmed of them 
that now believe, Thar they were by nature the children of Eph. 1.3. 
wrath, evenas others ; and ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, 
&c. walking with others after the courſe of this world, | 
And this is one, 'and a ptincipall one) of thofe InftruRti- 
ons, by which the doQtrine of Faith excludes boaſting eve- Rom.z.g- 
ry where, or in-any thing, but onely in the Lord, where 19-23-27. 
others may rejoyce with us ; for this ſhews there was no 
difference; either as 1n our ſelves, or asin reſpe& of our 
fare and condicion before God, as in and from fallen A- ' 
dam. Therefore if we have received any thing that makes | 
us differ, it is of free grace, even of that loggaand pity 4 
that isin him to manward: nor was there agyq' ing that 
didmake Goda debtor to ur, or more initicle us to fuch £P%2-3-42 
mercy then others, but even for that love wherewith he jy 
loved us, when dead in (ins and treſpaſſes, and wherewuh 
he (till loveth others, that are (till ſuch as we ſometimes 
were ; he hath ſhewed mercy on us, that inus he might 
ſhew a patcern of the exceeding riches 'of his kindneſs ro 
others, ſuch aswe. For we were «s ſheep going aitra), but 1 Pet.2.25, 
are now returned tothe chief Biſhop and ſhepherd of our with Yer. 


I $-21.&C. 
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This the Apoſile eter nſeth as a principall morive, to 
engage believing ſervants and ſubjeRs to be ſubje&ro 
cheir own Maſters and Rulers after the fleſh, (thoſe by F 
Gods providence ſet over them whether gentle or fro- _ _— 
ward.) The Apofile Pax/alſo with the like morive, purs '* 3-77 
them 1n mine to be ſwijett to principalities and powers, to 0- Re i” 
bey Magiſtrates. To ſpeak evil of no manito b: no braw!/ers, Pro.13.1o. 
but gentle, ſhewing all meckneſsto all men; for we our ſelves with Jam. 
were ſometimes fooliſh, &c. 3 - 10run, 


a . . . K 1 Cor,f,rl 
For this being heartily minded, tends ro nide pride from , -. Tizz, 


us> Which is the onely roor of contention, and ſo of conſu- , vc, 
hon» andevety evil work. We were asinclean as orhets 1 Per. 3. 
in our ſelves, Indin the fght of God; and it is by the 212% 
Baptiſme, or waſhing of regeneration in the name of the 

Lord Jeſus, andby the Spiric of our God, in that foun- 
- GP on RE Ee ERS rain 
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2+ This principle alſo with the former infttu&ion in- 

Tit.z.11, formes and on all occafions minds us of that infinice love 
with <h.3- of pity, and compaſſion in God to manwatd, even ro the 
354. dying finner, while his fin is not finiſhed; to the fooliſhs 
2 Core5.15 obedient, rebellious and froward chetnies, who ate iti 
8” no worſe condition th:n we fomertmes were ; for even 
when we were ungodly, enemies, under the ſentence of 
pſ.c8.13- death, and ready to periſh, 1 due rme Chriſt died for the 


dt wngodly, evidencing clearly chat Almighty God hath no 
Rom.5-5. pleaſure at all inthe death of the wicked chat dieth ; ht 


46. fore alſo he is kind ro the unkind and evil, and exerciſerh 
z Per.z.1 5 patience, forbearance, & bounty towards them, which we 
Jer-17.16. gyghe to account to be ſalvation. The which being dili- 
oently heard: & believingly minded by us, would frame us 
ro ſome like-rindecdneſs with him ; that we ſhould nor ha- 
Mat- 5.43» ſten the wofull day to any, but /ove our enemies, bleſs them 
9-7 that curſe us, pray for them that deſpightfally uſe ws and 
%c  perſecmtens. Therefore,ſaith our Savionr, 1ſay wnro you 
Ch.9.53. that hear, Lowe your enemies, &c. And with this inftru&ion 
5$5256- he reproves his Diſciples defire of fire ro come down from 
Heaven, to conſume ſuch as would nor receive him; Ye 
know not (ſaith he) of what ſpirit yow are ; for the Son of 

man came not to deft roy mens lives, but to ſave them, 
3. This principle tkewiſe minds us of the way,or means 
by: which he tirtt cettified his love re us ſinners, and 
through which his love 1s fil commended, and the righ- 
reouineſs of God declared in ſhewing mercy to us, ro be 
nothing leſs then che wonderful abaſemenc and ſufferings 


of Jeſus Chriltin che fleſh for our fins, The ju#t for the 
1 Pet.3e''5 juſt, chat he might bring ws to God; Which not onely 
<4  ſhewesthe altogether loline(s and filthineſs of man, ſee- 
ing he could have telp and mercy no orher way ; andthe 
inknice greatneſs and [irengrh of his love that could noc 


be quenched by ſomany waters as all our ſorrows, bur for 
Le 
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RE CI En 
2 had tO manwa n dead in (10s any as 

EleoreGid: Bur this likewiſe dredhs ve che won Oblet be 
hath himſelf crodden and conſecrated for us to walk igin 
our ſeeking the good of others that are yer froward, and R 
enemies; as alſoin which our ſelves may be ſanRikied and 4 DE NY : 
ptepared for that glory to be revealed, viz, robecome i Cor.1o. ; 
ſervantsto all, ſo as for their good ro edification, even as 33. id 
the Son of mA came not to be miniſtred unto, but to minifter, Vc 25 28 
and to give his life a ranſome for many : not to ſeek glory _ 5:39. 
of men, or great things for our ſelves among them, nor tO Rom. x2. 
irive with them; to rehilt the evil they render ro us for his 18, &c. 
names ſake, bnt to ſeek troovercome their evilwith good, 
andin a patient enduring their reproaches, revilings, and 
evil intreaties, yea laying down our lives for Chrilts ſake, 
that he may be glo:ihed ; and for the brethren, that the 
cruth of ghe Goſpel may continue with them, and ſo a- 
mong|t and for the good of others, In this way. we have 
the promile of his gracious. and powerfull Preſence with 
us to ſtrengthen, proreRt, and deliver from theevil.and 
make us partakers ofthe fruir of his righteouſneſs ; and 
who are they (to be compared with him) that would harm 


us, if we be followers of that which is good ?- Bay if we 1 Pcr. 3.9- 


: 


+ 4 4 be : 
oo 


ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake happy are. we z the ſpirit of glory 33054: 
and of God yeſteth upon #4) ea, if we ſuffer ht" 231d Rom. 8.17 
we ſhall reign with him, and be gloritiedrogerher. 


Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh, 
arm your ſelves with the ſame minde, to be doers and ſuf- 
ferers of the will of God from rhe heart, and therein, and 
according thereto, to be ſervants ro all, and ſufferers here 
in the fleſh,waiting for that Kingdom and Glory to be re- 
vealed : For, : 

1. He ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, yer when reviled, 
yeviled net again; when he ſuffered he threatued aot;leaving x Per.2.21, 
36 An EXAMPICy that we ſhould ollow his ſteps. 2222}, 

2+ In his ſufferings he bare our fins in his own body onthe P3224; 
gree>that we being dead to ſiny redeemed from the curſe of ?Þ" 1.18, 


wag T1 by tO” Sf 20 


the Lawsfhon!d live unto righteouſneſs, and by bis ſtripes 


we 
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Col.1,20, we are healed ; | pj and aronement is made, He hath _ 


2 by himſe ed away onr fins that were imputed to him 
Heb.r.3. Eo ro forge Father, _ is ſet down on the right hand 
of God, ſo that the wrath of God, the cutſe of be Law, 
that is the due and proper wages of our: (ins, 15 not left in 
our ſufferings, bur the ſavour cf his oyntments (who hath 
turned them from Curſes into Blefiings, even into ſanttt- 
fied inſtruments of preparing us for Glory) is left be- 


hind him in them» that we may comfortably pals after 


him. 

II, Theſecond Head ve ſhall here mention of the foreſaid 
principles, is this, That by means of the abaſement and 
ſufferings of Chriſt in the fleſh, and his giving himſelf a 

| ranſome for all ; He, even the man Chrilt Jeſus, is Lord of 
Phil.2-7- Alt, to the glory of. God the Father, whoſe Kingdome is 
I'B. 
AR. 10.36. thereby brought unto us, and ruleth over all;z' io asthat 
Rom 14.9, Whereas we were jultly baniſhed from God in the righte- 
2 Sam. 14- ons ſentence of his Laws andin the equity of his Jultice, 


A \,, and could have had no gracious Kingdome, or prore ation. | 
+2 '2+> of God over us; but being baniſhed from God, mult ne- * 


ceflarily have remained in our fin and death under the 
bondage of Saran all our life-time z yea we muli have been 


left ro all generations in our confuſion and diſorder that - 
fin had brought upon us; as the fiſhes of the Sea, and as _ 
the creeping things: that have no ruler over them, andal- 
ſo ſhut out for ever from any hope : This beingour condi-. 


tion, by reaſon of fin entring into the world z Jeſus 
Chriſt, who verily was fore-ordained, and by ve:tue of his 
undertaking accepred with the Father, as the Lore, and 
Chrilt, even before the foundation or bezinning of the 
png world, as nowir (tands (for by him, as fo conſicered, all 
o1.1.14-17 7, + Se . ; 
with Pſ.75, *21mgs conſiſt, fince by fin they were diffolved :) He having 
2. once in the end of the world appeared th a body prepared for 
Heb. 9.16. tim in mans nature, ſubje&-ro alt our infiimicies $ bur 
_ __ without ſin, that he might pur away our fin by the ſac: ifice 
Joh.12.3z ®f tumlelf z and having 1n that body born and {12:20 :he 
J2, judgement of this world, having been made {im and a cre 


Gal.3.13z. forus: He now in his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion in the 
: ſame 


NE EE NI NC ON I EO naman 


(9) 
fame body in which he bore our fins on the tree, hath 2- 
Qually obtained of the Father, 'and gloriouſly recei ved in 3d py 
the many a reſeaſe of mankind from rinder that ſentence g 7 6 
ot baniſhment, the curſe of the Law unto himſelf, who. 
bath bought them) ſo that the Father bath delivered all 
men and all things into his hands, as, and becauſe be i the Joh.,, 14- 
Son of manyand given him all power in heaven andearth, t7. 
as the Lord and Saviour of the world of mankind : For 


the Father judgeth no man, but hath commited all judge- Rom, 14-7. 


ment to the Son, and bath given him authority to execuge 9. 
judgement alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man : For to this 
Chrift both died and roſe, and revived (or lived again) 
in that body in which he bore our fins, thar he might be 
Lordof all : whether therefore we live or die, we are the 
Lords,ar his diſpoſe, and under his government who gave Col. 1. 14s 
| himſelf a ranſome for us: andin him erernall redempri- 15. 
on and life 1s prnpurhe for us, by means of his death,and * JoÞ-5- 
ſo givewus in him; thar with him it mighe be given to us. gfy'e 
Him hath God exalted a Prince and a Saviour, for to give ARcs.3 = 
| wnto finfull men, yea to rebellious ſinners, ſuch as 1ſrae/ | 
that crucified him, repentance and forgiveneſs of fins. And 
| £O this purpoſe God hath glorified the man Chriſt Feſns, Joh 17.4, 
' with his own ſelf withthe glory he had with the Father(as the 5. wth ch. 
 erernall andonely begorren Son of God) before the world 7: 1-14- 
| wasgtharnow in thar glory he may appear 3n the preſence of — Ad 
' God for ws, the onely and powerfull Mediator berween Beg... 
* God and men, and ro make interceſſion for rhe tranſereſ- 6. 
* ſorsz andthat in the ſame name and glory of the Father ,!+.53-'2. 
' he may alſo execure the judgement and government of &P*'+ 21 
| God over us, as the King of kings and Lord of lords, who 1:4, , g. 
| being aſcended #» high, far above all principalities and i Pcr..22 
' poweys, and having @ name grven b:m that is above every P\.68. 8. 
' manthat is named,not onely in this world, but in that to come, *© 
' hath rherein yecerved gifer for men, vea for the rebelliouw 
' alſo: that the Lord God mi 


might dwell amo»g them. 

x. This Principle inftruRs us, That by him Kings reign, prgy s , 5 
| and Princes decree juſtice; by bim Prixces rule, and No- 16, © 
' blesz even all the Judges of the _ - that all Thrones, 
| Prin- 
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Pring 
Col.1.15-, . bims Pb K 
\ br 133 gorren RR | 
285 F795 and 44+ is he that — _ and c 
Plal.y 5.7: his pleaſure, even now in this time while he ſees it good and 
| ve the Kingdomes of this world into the hand bite chin 
KI IE meny yet biauelf irs in the ttcrn,and gives ond to / 
take3aW3yy One gil es, at bis pkeatures - | - dot 
N15 an Ag agen ths arty believer of this- rrucksto his 
yield honour an ſubje&ian to ſuch Malters or Ruters,in oft 
Ep1.6.5-3 or after che fleſbs as by. bis providence are over usz and Kir 
Col.3-22- that for his lake, that. In \reverence.to- his infinite. wif abc 
: = —_ Q GOO pore: and farhfulnels, in ordering all things: i ſer 
Ch.10-24, ' inde : in nor {0 yielding wbjeion-co-thems as inthe che 
27. Lord; and for the Lords fake, they being ſet up. nd & Lot 
. to and by him; chere.i32 ſecrercalling bis wiſdome and wh 
| eb flnts into. queltiong; and ſo a rejecting or refilling Ear 
norofs ran Dioer ig) ep ont, King|G& hat 
| rand Tt ae much the. Apoltle argues 
Ro: NO) Dh ROK: lndes from the premles, (viz.), That the were | 
3. that em are (ore or Fay 0p mg and made to fiand his 


withCol. l, - ſerups 


oreat and gracious 2 lean for the preſervation W 
mens lives, and kee ing them in. good: order, that t = 
Cul 3.2 « might ſeek the Lord ; ; for to-thar eng they are 0: 
by bY2.z and wherher they be f:ichfull co himin the tad 
Epi 6.9. *co nnvered to them, 0r.89,10 him they mult give an 4c 
Re.1219. count, who is their oreat Matter in Heaven, their -Lod 
with Deut 
$2.35,30: -and ours, by whoſe providence they were ſet rheregwhes 
ther for Mercy» or 2s a chaltiſement ro them over whom 
they are ſet ; and vengeance betongs $19 AIM» not touk, 
And for our enconragement quietly ro leave irto himand 
willnglyfor his ſake. to. be {ubje& x0 p:incipalities and 
powers, thoſe at any time by. his proxidence ſet over vs 
this principle furcher teacheth us, 2. T hat 


we 


C228 | 

' 2. That' he being fo TY fill Greer 
on che righr hand >, power; "till all his enerfiie be nee Pſ-r16.1,, 
his foorſtool;/ atid fo, thit ih the Name and Glory of the Matrre, 
| Father, he Rill, and alvayes rerains all power in Heaven 14, 2s. 8 
and in Earth, all power with the Father, and over allP*al.g.6, 
things in hisown hand, even that power which he gives Jobh.5.27- 
ro Angelsor mens to any principalicies or powers ; He Þ0Y- 21-7 
doth not ſo give it into their hands, as to vive it our of 
his own ; 'But fill he hath itz and all authoriry in the name 
of the Father,ro uſe itin the execurion of Judgemeut, as 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, and co reſtrain or turn 
abour their uſe or abuſe of ic, as he pleaſeth, and as may 
ſerve for his ends, wherher for mercy or Jadgemien, - EVEN 
the hearts and hands 'of Kings are in the hands of che 
Lord, andhe turnerh chem abour as the rivers of water 
which way ſoever he pleaſeth : And ſo God, even the ,,., 
Earhergisin, and by Jeſus Chrilt, King of all the earth; he & 1,77” 
hach done in all overrurnings, and MY doth whatever he Pal. 11.4, 
- pleaſertiin heaverr and*ii earrh; and in all places :. The * Saui.2, 

rds throne is in heaven, whence his e a CENRANg boys ST 
his eye-lidsrry the children of men ; and heis a God thar ,i,h pr g. 
weigheth aQions ; he giverh greatneſs and ſalvation un- A&.r7. 
co Kings, and more abundanr reaching, with inſtruction 24-27. 
and admonirion to'ufe ir well, as their place and rrult is 
_ etearer: Andthis for the love and A will he bears to 
mankind, that they may tn their” ſeverall places and gene- 
rations be preſerved and kept in'order, that they mighr 
ſeek, him (the Lord) while he may be found. Andif at any py, 4, 
time thoſe ſer up over men by him, will not underltandor ,,. 
learn of him, (as is complained of the generality of them) 
bur lifrup the horns or ſtrength given them, contrary to 
his end, and counſel, tothe countenance of evil doers, and 
ſhame and grief of the juſt: yer he thar firteth in the hea- 
vens, knowes how tomake their counſels and aRions, in 1 
which they intend otherwiſe, ſerve his 'ends, even to | 
cauſe the wrath of man ro praiſe him in the iflue of it, ro 
rend (contrary ro their meaning ) ts the praiſe of them that [ 
do wells by purifying them, and making them ro ſhine : 

B2 forth | 
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forth more clear in their patient enduring for his ſake, mg 
Prov.r6:4. © the ſhame, confuſion and terrowr of them that do evil, 6. 
Ifa.10.6,7, Yen. in thoſe things they do- ro countenance them, or 
Dau. 11,35 trengrhen their hands theceiny or otherwiſe as he 


feth : for he hath made) ordained, and ordered all bw 
for himſelf, and ro ſerve his own ends, even them that 
make themſelves wicked, and fic themſelves for ſuch di 
honourable aſes, hz hath ordained them for his rods, to 
ſcourge an hypoctiticall nation, and for the put ifying and 
making white his people roche time of the enczand knows: 
how toule them and their wrath to ſerve his ends(though 
Pl.76.12- they mean not ſo Is then to reltrain the remainderef 
we if their wrath ; for he that ywleth the raging of the ſea, " and 
& Pſ.zz. ſarth, Hitherto ſhall thy proud waves come, and no further 


; 
He alſo f:lleth the tunwult of his people, for the Lord moſt 
high is mightier then che noyſe of many waters, yea then 
on mighty og the par eo oy __ 7 ins 
Exo.18.z1 ChEir voyce ; in the thi ich they deal od lift 
Pſ.73.:8- the og he is, pb be, above __ therefore beli- 
ila.8.1!, neſs becomes bis houſe for ever: {t tis good for wr to dran 
_ near 80 God, toſanCtific him in our hearts» and make him 
our fear and our dread, to put our tralt in him, that we 

may declare his wonderfull works, and walk, before him m 

Prez. the land of the living ; for all power belongs to him, and with 
Gcn.18.25 him alſo is infinice wiſdome, mercy and faithfulneſs, and 
ſo all fitneſs zo render ro every man according to his work: 

eAnd ſhall not the Tudge of all the earth do right ? | 

Hence therefore we: may learn , and be encouraged 

cheerfully to comme the keeping of ony ſouls to him in well 

doing, as unto a faithfull Creator, by whom, and for whoſe 

firs all chings, and ſoall principalities and powers 

By are and were created : and therefore, not to be afraid, or 
113-32} dererred from doing that which is good, though the ſpirit 
of any of our Rulers, or Maſters, after the fleſh, ſhould 

riſe up againſt u3 therein. For becauſe he is the head ofall 
principality and power, therefore if wedo that which 1s 
200d, we {hall have praiſe even of the power that he ſets | 

over us; Whether they obſerve and walk in his counſel, 
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(13) 
or not, he will make them, and chat which they do, in his 
rime and way» and atleaſtinthe ifſue tendro our praiſe in 
well doing : Bur if we do evil, be afraid of the power, asit 
is his inttrument, andin his hand z for though they ſhould 
incend, and promiſe, and do that which may be for the 
countenancing and trengrhening the hands of evil dcers, 
ur foraſauch as they are his ſervan:s and inſtruments in 

is hand, to execute wrath on them that doevil, we may 
jultly fear, they and their power ſhall bz made a terrour 
ro us, by himehar (ics in the flern,eicher more direEtly, or 
in the iſſue, though they intend not ſo. And if at an 
time we ſee the oppreſſton of the poor, and violent perverting 
of judgement and juſtice in a Province, yet marvail not, nor 
be aftoniſhed at the matter, as if the ordinance of the 
Lord ſhould not ſtand and take place in every age, place, 
and buſineſs; bur be filent before the Lord that reigneth, 
as knowing that be who :s higher then the higheſt regardeth, 
rogive ro every man in his mr and time according to 
his work: And there is alſo in hi 
more glorious inftruments, ſuch as be by 
they, even the holy Angels, the innumerable 
the heavenly hoſt, by which he ofc turns abour the inferi- 
our powers, and their conſultations and aings as he 
plealeth. Are not they all miniftring ſpirus ſent forth and 
imployed by the Caprain of our ſalvation, and eſpecially 
for the good of the heirs of ſalvation ? 

3. This principle alſo dire&ts us how, or in what man- 
nerto yeild ſubjeCtion to principalities and powers, and 
to obey Magiſtrates in the Lord, and for the Lords ſake, 
informing us what that fezr,honour,and ſabjeRion is, that 
is due unto them by the order & appointment of him thar 
is exalted far above all principality and power, who is 
cheir Lord and ours: And that 1s ſuch, as is contained i 
ad ſubordinate; and ſubſervient to, and ſoltands together 
with-chat worſhipping and ſerving onely, and making him 
out fear and our dread, unto which we are obliged by his 
oreat and gracious Lordſhip over us,by rigor of rh 
for he is our Lord, and we mult worſhip 
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; EE (14) 
_ worſkipying and ſervitig him onely , This is contained; o tr 
oy thr ga we tender that fear, honour, and ſubje&ion. 


Rev.t;z- unto men; which he hath made due unto them from us, by 
-4+ _tharplace inwhich he hachfer any of them over us; and 
—_— accorcingto his appoyntment, and that we yield this ſub» 
Pw jeAion, fear, Or reverence tor the Lords ſake, Ccoing what” 
1 Tim.s. we do cherein, in ſ-plereſs of heart as wnto Chriſt, and with 
T fear and trembling before tams nor as men-pleaſers, nor 
he 19 2s the ſervants of men or as making them rhe ulcimare or 
7323. finvle obje&s of our fear, and of our dread, but as the ſer- 
& Iſa.$. wants of God, Going his wi!l therein fromehe heart,knowing 
i1,t?. that from him every one ſhall receive tis reward accor- 
ding to his works, fo: we ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 
Now then for underfancing- what that: honour and 
ſubje&ion is, that God hath made cue from us ro them, 
whom he by his providence orders to be over us, as chil> 
dren of men; Ir is needful! firſt ro confider in what place 
he the Lordof lords and King of kings hath ſer thole his 
Vicegerents (of whom he hach ſaid they are Gods in their 
ſeverall places) over us; and ſo what is by his gift and ap- 
pointmenr theirs, and under their power, and what is re= 
ſerved by him in his own hand and power, co be peculiarly 
urzder his governmepr, in the ſpiritual adminiltration of ir, 
that ſo we may kfiow how to render to Ceſar the things 
that be Ciſars, and to God the things that be Gods. 
For our kelp in this, it 15 conſiderable, Thar God hath 
made and appoinred them the Fathers and Maſters of 
Heb.t:.9. our fleſh, or our Fathers, Maſter: and Rulers after 
Eph.5.5. the fleſh; for towe find, that nor onely our parents b 
Col.3.22, _ | q 
*-*** naturall generation are ſo called, bur alſo Malters and Go- 
vernours of families, are {aid to be unto thoſe under their 
authoriry, their maſters after, or according ro the fleſh ; 
and in ſome equivalent ſenſe the ſame may be ſaid and 
underſtood of the King or chief Principality and Power, 
as ſupreme amongſt men, and of Magiſtrates and Gover- 
iPcr.2.13- 1's under them ; for therefore the inſtructions co be» 
18, &, lieving ſervants ro be ſwbjett to their own maſters accor- 
ding to the fiſh,& to them and other believers that are ſub- 
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jets, to yieldſubjetion to their ſupertonr Governonrs, Tit.z. 9. 

are ſomerime conjoyned, to fignifie the ſubjeRtion requi- &c. ” 

red is of a like nature;& otherwhile the mmſirucion to ſer- with ch.3. 

vants ſubjeftion totheir own Maſters is onely mentioned, !2. 

as including the other-rherein ; thoſe ſup-riour powers om 

in thetr higher places and capacities, being alſo our Ma- 

fers, Fathers, or Rulers, according to the flefh, and that 

kewiſe in fuborgination co GoJin Chrif?, whoſe we ar yes, ;, 

in ſoul and body for he hath bought ns with a price; but 4 

himſelf diftinctly and pecultarly 1s the father of [piries, 

Yea futrherzro this purpoſe, we find, rhar the King and 

Governours under him, thongh ordzined, ſer up andſenr TS ANI 

by God (and ſo may be called ordrnarces of God, yet) are x na. n 

alſo called'or dinances of men” and thir not cnely becauſe I 

uſually ordainedand ſet up by, or according to rie choice 

and agreement of the people, as men, or comingro their 

power or places of rrult by a humane right andticle; bur 

alſo becauſe wm are ons and ſet over men (accor- 
ing to Gods order and appyintment)tn things pertaining. 

—— as children of men ; therefore HO EI Kt wes 44; 

domes are called The Kingaomes of men, and honified ro3:. © (4 

be of this world, even ſo as to difttngnthh rhem from thar Joh-1 5-36 

oracious & ſpiritual adminiliration of Gods Government "74 __ 

by Jeſas Chnift,chrongh and accordingto fi Goſpel,called rhe © "Y 

frequently The Kingdom of God,8& the Kingdomof Heaven. 

Their Maſterſhip,Rule and Dominion 1s (ar leaſt prin- 

cipally and directly) over ſuch-things as pertain onely tor 5S1.2.25. 

the ourward man, and to this preſenr life and world ; and Hab.1.14. 

chis mallerſhip,rule and dominion 1s given them, that in 

the uſe anJexetcife ofrr,-they may preſerve mens lives, 

and kezpthemin good order, from -bicing, devouring, or 

harming one another ; and thisto a higher end, that men 

mighe ſeek the Lord, and chat ro thar-purpoſe_ rhoſe chat 

doſeek him might u27er their proteition lead @ quiet and AR.17-14* 

peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. And to accom- *7_ 

modate them as in{traments in the handsof God, ro uſe SK 

rheic power effectually ro ſuch an end (by being arerrouwr 

to evil works, and for the praiſe of them that do well) 

power 
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(16) 
power is given them over the fleſh or body,in ſubordinari- 
Heb.1:+:0 on to him,ſuch as by which they can and mays with Gods 
Lus. 12-4+ permiſſion, corre&t us after their own pleaſure, withour 
asking leave of thoſe under their aurhority : yea, the ſu- 
reme Governours under the ſaid permilion, may kill the 
i 3 -and ſo much power is peedtull robe given into their 
> hands, ro keep them under their authority, from killing 
= Wi-- or hurting one another » yet is not this power given our of 
| his hand into theirs g be {lill hath a//power in beaven and 
in earth, and ſo keeps the ſole check and controll over 
them in that power he gives to them, and to him they are 
accountable for rheir ule of it. Bur ſtill he reſerves in his 
own |.and the fatherhood of, and after the Spirirzas his pe- 
peculiar ſeat, and that is not onely to fit as Lord in the 
mind and conſcience; tur in order thereto, and that it may 
be by him (in the ſpicicaall adTunittcation of his govern- 
ment through, and according tothe Golpel)renewed, ſan- 
Aifiec, regulated andpreierved blameleis unto the day of 
Chrilt, when the ſoul and body of them thar worſhip and 
wait for him, ſhall be re-united in erernall life, in and un- 
 F- der his glortous Kingdome : I ſay, in order thereto, ro 
10. appoint andderermine the matters pertaining to the Spi- 
Ifa.zz-22, Iit,and to life evetlaliing ; he is himſelf the onely ma- 
ſer of our faith, fear, aud worſhip towards God, and we 
zre b ethren,and ſo he onely is our Judge,our Law-giver, 
and our King; and be onely (and nor the bealt or world- 
ly powers and principalities, though they have names of 
blaſphemy atrriburedto any of chem, or their Image) is {0 
ro be acknowledged and worſhipped by us. 
Now then that we may grve ro C on that which i C e> 
ts -_ nor that which peculiarly zppertains ro God in 
hril?, 
The fleſh, or cutwerd man, 1s to be yielded up in 
- bjeRio, ſo as in the Lordzand for the Lords ſake, as to 
ay» | 
1. It15tobe yielded up in obedience to their power, 
lawes and commands, in coing that which they require of 
us,though grievous to be born ; if it be onely an opprefſi- 
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(17) 
| on or grievance to the fleſh, or outward man, or croſſe to 
\ our willor appetire ; ifit maybe done with a conſcience 
w0)d of offence towards God and man, and ftand with the 
\ acknowledgement ofthe Lord, as the onely maſter of our 
faich, fear and worſhip» the father of onr ſpirits. And in 
thoſe good wotks they require , we are to be more ready 
then others, yea, the more ready and cheerfull in doing 
chem, becauſe required: And 
2, If the things chey require be ſuch,as cannot be done 
by us wichout bringing our mind or ſpirit in bondage to Tit-z.r. 
the power of man in things pertaining to the Spiric, and _ c—_ 
peculiar Kingdome of God ; if they be ſuch, as in doing "x" AO 
which we cannot keep a good conſcience towards God 
and man, or will not ſtand with the acknowledgement of 
the Lord, as the onely Father of our ſpirits : As to ſay,the 
having or owning any other Lord in his place or pre- 
ſence, as the maſter of our faith fear and worſhip ; the 
making to our ſelves any image, or repreſentation of 
him, or bowing to or worſhipping any ſuch as are madeJby 
men for and rous ; the profaning his Name or Sabbath, 
the diſhonouring or negle& of Parents, though under re- 
ligious pretences (as the Phariſees taught) the defroud- Mar. I5.49 
ing, wronging> or falſe accuſing our neighbour, or with- 526: - 
holding good from the owner, as in nor holding fait the - .£* -—_— 
profeſſion of our faith in word and converſation, as we | 
| are taught of God, or forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves 
* together to that purpoſe ; yer 1n ſuch things as theſe, the 
” fleſh or outward man is alſoto be yieldedupin ſabje&ion , 
' bur not in doing what they require ; we mult nor give to Mat,z2,vr 
Ceſar the things that be Gods peculiar, nor yield ſuch o- A415, 
| bedience to men as in which the word of God is made ** 


. Rom,6.r3. | 
voyd; our members are not to be yielded up asſeryants to jy, |.” Ke : 


unrighteouſneſs, Ut 1s better to obey God then man ; yerthe 10, 
fleſh is to be yielded up in ſuch caſes, in a patient endu- 
ring, and ſuffering the puniſhment they infi&, when for 1 
conſcience ſake towards God we cannot do what they en- f 
Jjoyn : rhough they correct us after their own will and 
pl:aſure, and wrongfully, we are to endure it patiently, 
and 
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(18) | 
and ill to give them that reverence, as ill ro acknow. , 
ledge them our maſters by Gods appoyntment, accord pur 
ro the fleſhz ir is he that hath pur ic under theic powerand |.;. 
for goodends, and we ought not to refilt his ordinancy, ,— . 
bat yield them thar is thei:s,though they abuſe their pow. x 
Exo 22.28 ©r, and not to threaten chem when we ſuffer, not to c 
A235. the Gods, nor revile the rulers of the people, bur fill to bleſs 
Mar 5.3 9+ and pray for our enemies and perſecuters 3 And if we ſuf fo! 
EW for righteouſneſs ſake, and take it patiently, happy are weythe 
I dy" ſpirit of glory and of God refteth upon; We are not toſa pl. 
IG.8.1r, 4 confederac ) with any in ther evil wayesz co ſavcior defend 
12,13. our ſelves, either by having fellowſhip with any (thougt 
Rom-12. they have power on their fide) in cheir unfruitfull wor q 
7 $2 ;. of darkneſs, bur rather reprove them ; or by complying ,, 
x Per, 2,6, With any (under what prerence ſoever) in reſiſting the p, 
Rom,r3. powers that be, or the wrath and evil which they woult 
Pro.24-21. wrongfully execute upon us , bur rather give place ty ,j 
wrath, for vengeance is the Lords, and he ſhall repay : it 
that believes makes not haſte, nor ſhall be confounded; , 
bur he that refilteth the power, reſiterh the ordinancedt 
God), and ſhall receive to himſelf damnation ; therefor , 
let us not meddle, nor have any thing to dowith thent 
that*are given to change their God, or their King) for who 
knoweth the ruine of them both ? | 1 
Likewiſe this ſubjeRion ofthe ontward man, or aftet 
Eph.6.5-8.the fleſh, ro our maſters,fathers and rulers in and after the | 
Col, 3.22- fleſh, is ſo tobe yielded by us, as in the Lord, in the faiths 
ac fear, and acknowledgement of him as the Lord of lords 
and King of kings, by whom theſe reign, and o as for his 
ſake (as before is hinted) not doing what we doe, or yiel 
ding up the fleſh to ſuffer what we are called to, as men» 
pleaſers, or ſeeking praiſe therein of men, not out of ſtrife 
and vain-glorys bur as approving our hearts to Godin 
fingleneſle of heart, as unro.Chrilt z neither making them 
our fear and our dread, bur ſan&ifying the Lord of hoſisin 
our hearts, and yielding our ſubjeRion to them in reve- 
rence tohun, and for conſcience ſake towards him, whois 
the principall obje& of our fear, and motive to our reve- 
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”* rencing them 3 and ſo in awfulneſſe before him that hath 
* pur themin that place; and us in this, whois holy in all 


* his wayes, and righteous in all his works. Thefear of 
& man bringeth a ſnare ; bur whoſo pautceth his truſt in the p 
” Lord ſhall be ſafe ; many will ſeek the Rulers favour; ,p**** i 
bur every mans judgement cometh from the Lord : The * 
Lord reigneth, let all the inhabirants of the world fear be- 
* fore kim and and in aw of him. 
* The laſt head we ſhall mention of the foreſaid princt= 117 
ſa ; YM . 
| ples, arid bur briefly propound, 1s this : 
MM That the Son of man, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt him- 1466. 9.48. 
ſelf ſhall appear the ſecond time; and that in the ſame bo- Mar.16.27 
dy in which he bore our fins orrthe tree, and 1s now recei» & 26.64. 
| vedup into glory, and ſhall then come in the glory of his AH = 
& Father, which he now poſſeſſerh in heaven ir ſelf for us, p.;. ow 
* and with his holy Angels ;. and then ſhall bring with him 1 Thel.g. 
# all chatſleepin Jeſus - for the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 14-15> 
from heaven with a ſhout, with the voyce of the Arch- * J*"3+ 
4 angel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in '*** 
* Chrilt ſhall riſe firſt (namely,before the reſt of rhe dead) 
and then the ſurvivers of that body ſhall immediately be 
% changed,and they together ſhall meerche Lord in the air, 
' and {o come and appear with him in glory,ind be for ever 
I TER _ s Done” 
Then, in that day of his ſecond and glorious appearing 
a he ſhall take to him his great power, and reign; pn choſe "9% eagt 
that now ſuffer with him, ſhall then in cheir raiſed and x7.18. 
& olorified bodies reign with him ; then the Kingdomes of Roms .7, 
* this world ſhall become the Kingdomes of the Lord; he Da 7 
* ſhall then take the outward adminiſtration of govern- ,;*. p21. 
l ment into his own hands, and give ir to his Saints (the þ.. zor. 
3 children of the firſt reſurre&tion) and they ſhall admini- Dan.7.18. 
Mn fer it with him ; then theS2ints (that are in this life and **-*7- 
world, the filth and off-ſcouring of all things) ſhall judge 
the world. 
& 'Thenhe ſhall create new heavens and new earth, 1a 
5 which righteouſneſs ſhall dwell ; for rhe heavens and the 
s earth that are now, ſhall be yas and purged by 
2 2 fires 
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; wait, and ſuffer patiently for it ; for this is not the tint 


af (20) | 
Cor.6.z, fir2 3 yea, he ſhall make all chings new; and in thar day of 
pe his a ing and Kingdome) he ſhall judge the quick al 
Luk.19-12 the dead, for all ſhall bz raiſed and appeare before his 
ms Judgemen:-ſeat, every man in his own order z and then! 
"Tins { 1, ſhall he rewardevery man according to his work, 
> Cor.5 1» alſucesus, that his Kingdome, of which his Saints ( 
Saints) are hzirs,is not of this world, nor to be poſſeſſed or 
enjoyed any other way then by faich (which 1s the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, the confidence of things h 
for 3 we ſay, not any other way to be enjoyed) by any in 
the rime of this preſent life in the fleſh,or by any cillthe 
ſhall all be gathered rogether, and himſelf come rob: 
wich them, untill they be the children of che reſurreEion 
and ſo compleated the children of God. Men(as'men) ate 
ckildren and heirs of this world, and of the Kingdoms 
thereof; believers (as believers) are heirs of the work 
rocome; therefore rhey are not to fight for Chrils 
Kingdome » of which they ate heirs, but ro beliew 


of the glorious manifeſtation of it it's the Fathers gooi 
pleaſure to give it them in his rime, and when they ſhal 
Be alrogerther made meer for ir,and rill then they canna 
rake & poſſeſs itand that is nor rill he come himſelf 
nally in the glory of his Father, and then God will give 
him whoſe righe it is for himſelf,and for them, He that be 
lieves will not make haſte, and nor making haſte ſhall na 
be confounded. The time we have to live every oneit 
the fleſh, is a ſuffering time; and till himſelf come ant 
bring them that ſleepin Jeſus with him, it's ro them alli 
waiting time ; and the excellency and blefſedneſs of thz 
hopes with the certainty of the ground, infirudts ani 
{trengrhens patiently ro wait for the coming of the Lord 
while we look nor at the things that are ſeen; bur at tht 
things that are not ſeen ; forthe things that are ſeen att 
remporall, but the things that are not ſeen are eternall. 
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ISASSSAATSSLEHSSELILRE 


An Inſtruction 


Occaſioned 
By the Prips and [InsunrzcTION 
of Evil men, 


Under pretence of 


GODLINESSE. 


deration of others in writing, 


an. 1 6 s 1 6 6 O., PY 
Now publiſhed for more general 
uſefulneſs, 


By Thx: Mooxs Junior. 


Oe to the world, becauſe of offences ; for it muſt ,,,_. 15.7. 
muſt needs be that offences come, but wat $0 that 


man by whomthe offence cometh. Our Savi- 
our having declared how ſad and dangerous a thing it is to 


' offend one of thoſe little ones which believe 1n him; that fo 


he might warn his Diſciples againſt it whatever occaſion 
might be offered them: He then adds to the ſame pur- 

ſe this wee to the world becauſe of offences, bur eſpe- 
cially tO that man by whom the offence cometh : In which (ir 


ſeems to me) he ipeaks of ſuch occafions of offence, or 
{tum 


As it was propounded to the conſi- 


$5 


oy wp 


V+ 


A _ 4 R 4 a PR ; 
3h wm RCSL ix ve v8 ) > SN, [+ 


Wt. * FF pL Py £990 
\ diet » £5» THEE i pt 

EUN SC oft PHT FI; 
WIT NT, 4; Fo Edz Ca/3*s 


CY) GORE EREST I 
IHANS, -\ Pd FEA £3 
F Jay” v 3 4 # 


SS qo Eb 


(22) 

um $ laid before the men of the world, as 

would have much in them to provoke them to offend thoſe 
little ones which believe in him, or todo things to the trov= 

ble, hinderance and grief of them ; and ot theſe he ſaith, 
It muſt needs be that offences come + and this he declares to 
be a woega great affiiction or miſery ro-the world, a cor- 
re&ion ot judgement upon them, 1t being a great means 
of blinding and hardening them again{t Chriſt and his lic- 
tle ones, and ſoof bringing deftruftion on themſelves. 

Bur therefore woe eſpecially ro the man by whom the of- 
fence cometh, God will look upon him or them as the 
principall agents in the grievance and hard meaſure occa- 
{tioned to his hittle ones from the world by ſuch offences , 
& in theevil and miſery the world bring upon themſelves 
by that meanes, and will require their bloud at the hands 
of ſuch, as by whom the offence comerh; Therefore take 
we all heed of it, that we $1ve no juſt occaſion of offence 
in any thing tothe Jew or. Gentile, or to the Church of 
God ; 1faysthatwe give no juft'cauſe or occaſion : for 
then onely we are truly ſaid ro give offence , or the of- 


fence thatothers take cometh by us; whereas if they rake 


offence at us, and [a ſecute w for righteouſneſs ſake, for 


being followers of that which is goods the offence then co- 
meth not 'by us, *cis the. offence of the Croſs of Chriſt ; 


and he will cake that: as done ro himſelfe from 


Now we give juſt occaſion of offences and lay a ftum- 
bling-block in their way, ro ſtumble them againſt Chriſt 
his crutch and people ; if any of us, while we pretend, or 
ſeek ro be jultified by Chriſt, and ro have all our irejoy- 
cing in him) yet are found ſinners, allowing and juſtify- 
ing our ſelves in any evil way or work, contrary to Gods 
law ; orrefuſing,negleQing, or omitting any good work 
required ofus by the powers ſer over us, or tothe doing 
which we have opportunity, or ſing our /iberty in Chrilt, 
as tO things indifferent, for a cloak of pride or malici- 
ouſneſs > and not as the ſervantsof God, as 1 Pet. 2.1 3- 
I'7+ 


And 
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'And indeed, by whomſoever , or in which of theſe 
wayes ſoever the offence comerh, generally the root is 
pride, or a willand defire ſer for great things for them- 
ſelves here, to be rich in themſelves, or have a ſelf-ſuffici- 
ency,or tO be known, honored and exalted above others in 
this preſent world, as appears by confidering the occation 
| of theſe ſayings of our Saviour, which we find {tn the be- 
ginning of that Xfar.18.) to be the ambition of ſome of 
the Diſciples z their defire of eminency in the Kingdome, 
of chief place, honour, and rule therein, in the tune of 
this preſent life and world; yeas oxel7 by pride cometh con- Pro.13.10. 
tention, and therewith confuſion, and every evil work, with Jam. 
Hence 1c 1s that many, eſpecially in theſe laſt dayes,*hat ee 
have a. form of godlineſs (even of worſhipping Godin | © 
Chriſt, and ſeeking his Kingdom) yet not acknowledging 
the riches, freeneſs and truth of Gods grace in Chritt ro 
 manward, and ſo not the infinite vertue, preciouſneſs and 
onely excellency of the Croſs of Chrilt, for bringing back 
ſinners to God, and for ſaving tothe utmoſt him that be- 
lieverh 3 rhar being indeed the power of God unto ſalva- 
tion, & ſo the power of godline(s; rhey nor with che hearr , 
believing this, or not ſo recetving the love of the truth, | 
as to ſave them;] bur denying its inſtructions and efficacy 
upon them, which 1s to crucify them ro-the world, and 
the world rothem toreach and {trengrhen them to deny 
themſelves , and take np their croſs and follow him, and 
to wait for his Son from heaven : Bur their ſoul being lif- 
red up with their knowledge and atrainments,. and not 
humbled in them 3; rhey are found in their works denying 
him, and caſting off his yoke, and ſeeking great things for 
themſelves here, and yet that under pretence of codlineſ 
and ſeeking his Kingdom, under which they firengthen 
rhemſelves in an evilway, as if thereby they were delive- 
red from all laws and rules of inſtruction given us in the 
Scripture to doany abomination, asro be cruce-breakers, 
railers, ſpeaking evil of Dignities, diſobedient ro Parents | 
& Governours, unthankfull-unholy,profane, Murcherers, [ 
Traitors, &c> And by reaſon of the abounding of ſuch | i 
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| (24) 
iniquitY, u and unrighteouſneſs of men, who 
hold ſomething of the truth (rhough in untighteouſneſs) 
and ſmother and withhold ir all from its bumbling and ſa» 
ving operation in them ; the name of God 1s blaſphemed 
among the Gentiles by their means ; the way of truth e= 
vil ſpoken of, and the Miniſtry that believers have recei- 
ved of the Lord, ro reſlify to the grace of God, blamed, as 
if Chriſt (as preached in the Goſpel) were che Minilter of 
Sin,or the way of Truth were the way of Falſhood, de- 
ceitz guile, murther; revenge, and the Mimiltry were a Mi- 
niſtry and ſpawn of ſection, &c., 

And wo to the world, becauſe of ſuch offences : And why 
woe to them, and nor rather woe to Chrilts little flock, 
his deſpiſed ones, that keep the word of his patience, or his 
little ones in any ſence, that are by his gracious imputation 
and accepration believers in him ? ſeeing they are like to 
ſaffer rhe deepeſt ſhare of the influence of ſuch offences 
here ; for the world cannot diſtinguiſh terween the form 
and power of godlineſs, nor know them char call on the 
name of the Lord in truth, and with a pure heart, from 
them who having a form of godlineſs deny the power ; they 
will look upon them all under one notion, and be filled 
with indignation and hatred againit chem all, and ſeek to 
orieve ». vex and deliroy all that have any profeſſion 
of godlineſs, even the righteous with the wicked: Why 
then doth he nor rather ſay, Woe to the Church, yea 
ro all chat have any profeſlion or form of godlineſs 
upon them? for becauſe of ſuch offences they ſhall be 
Rrairned, perſecuted and reproached as evil doers, and 
have their names calt out as eyil under heaven. True it 15s 
they ſhall ſo, and eſpecially they that will live godly in 
Chrift Jeſus ſhall mourn under manifold atflifiions 
(though ſuch as having a form deny the power of godlines 
may ſometimes rage and be confident, and otherwhiles 
be mad and blaſpheme) and the wor/d ſhall rejoyee : Bur 
yet ratherwoe to the world, then to the lirtle ones of 
Chriſt ; though their righteow ſoules be vexed and prie- 
ved on every hand yet there is no ſuch cauſe of weeping 
for 


| (25) | 
for them, as for the world, tha yer lies in ignorance, and 
under the power of the wicked one, becauſe of the miſe- 
ries that ſhall come them ; for they hereby are kepr 
from glorifying in the day of his viſitation, and 
ſtrengthened intheir evil principles and praRtitſes, that 
none of them recurnes from them, and hardened againſt 
theſe little ones; yea happily the more againſt them, as 
any of them are known to themzrather then againſt orhers 
chat have a form of godlineſs, but deny the power,becauſe 
their doarine rightly held forth and walked ins is more 
convincing and reproving to them ; and yet they know 
not how to refift the wiſdom and ſpirit by which they ſpeak 
and ac but not diſcerning between the: one and the 0- 
. ther, and now finding theſe occaſions and advantages a- 
gainlt ſome chat bear ſucha like profeſſion , they ſtreng- 
chen and harden theic hearrs againſt all, and againtt Chriſt 
and his truth ; the power of which they have ſometimes 
felr among(t or from his hetle ones 3 and then withour 
controul or check upon their ſpirics , - they proceed in 
their hardneſs, to ſ2ek the reſtraining of their iberty,vex- 
ing, perſecuting and ſlaying them ; and this rends to 
bring heavy wrath on themſelves, chat will render chem 


miſerable to the urmoli : For vengeance belongs to God, Deur.z 2. 
and though he be ſlow to auger, and wait long that he may 35236: 


2 gracious, yet he will repay to ſach as go on ſtill in their 
treſpaſſes ; and again, the Lord ſhall judge his people ; 
therefore woe to the world becauſe of offences. As for them 
that keep the word of his patience, they ſhall be kept from the 
hour of temptation, from. the evil of it ; and for all their 
ſhame they ſhall have double glory,and in their own hand 
poſſeſs it. But woe to the world, &c. for it muſt needs be 
that offences come. 

t. That they that are approved may be manife#t, as alſo 
thar they may be tried and purged, and made more abun- 
dantly partakers of his holineſs, 1 Cor.11.19. Dan 12.10. 
& 11.35. Iſ4.48.10. 

2, Thar orhers alſo more weak, wavering, or guileful], 
may be diſcovered ro themſelves and others, and that 

D cimely, 
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rimely,while it's yer today, thar they may be reproved 
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and healed, t Cor.11.32. Heb.1 2.10. 


Rom.r.13» 


32, 
with Vſal. 


I8.11,12. 
& 2 Thel. 


- [0,1 1s 
roy.l 3 I 3, 


32+ 


3. Thar for the good of all, while it is to day,or while rf 


the day of grace is towards them, God may righteouſly 
reveal his wrath from heaven (not onely againſt ſome, 
but) againit all ungodline(s and unrighreouſneſs of men, 
who hold the truth in untighteouſneſs, . perverting and 


corrupting the word God to their own deliruCtion, in his 


juſt leaving them to reap the fruit of their own wayes, 


1 
. 
$ 
$ 


and to be filled with their own devices, and ſendi 
{trong deluſions to them,that they ſhould believe a lye,oc 
oiving them up totheir own hearts lults,and co the power 
of the tempter ; and that he may do this ſeaſonably, for 
the warning the ſurvivers to flee from the wrath to come, 
1. His wrath (in ſuch judgements) is. revealed againſt 


the ungodlineſs and unrighteouſnels of ſuch men, as ha» . 


vying had ſome knowledge of the way of truch more then 


others, and {till retaining a form of godlineſs, and happily © 
2 Theſ.z, more floutiſhning in appearance, yer deny the power of | 


10,11. U (as before) and whoſe ſoul is lifted up, nor ſo receiving 


Rom,2.17- the love of the truch, as tohumble and co ſave them ; his | 
2 4+ wrath is revealed again# ſuch, in giving them up to their 


5 Per.2-2.) own delucons that they have cholen ſurable ro their lult, 


and to be led capuive by Satan at his pleaſure,tothe occa- 
koning offences ro the-world, and ſo blaſphemy tothe 
name and doRrine of God, and way of truth, and grief to 
the righreous from them z which will all fall on their head, 
if nor timely adnonithed, even to their own confuſion 
and deliruction, 


Pſal,11.6. 2, Wrath 1s therein revealed againſt the ungodlineſs 


- 


: 
: 


and unrighreouſneſs of another ſort, more groſfly -pro- © 


phane> ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, in ordering ſuch ttum- 


bling-blocks rothem, thas they may be broken, ſnared © 


and taken ; in leaving them totheir own hearts luſts, and 
to their ungodiineſs and unrighteonuſneſs, withour ſuch 
humnblings and reproofs as formerly, even to fill up the 
meaſure of their ſin, that wrath may come upon them to 


the uttermoſt, if nor timely prevenred by their being pro- 


voked to jealovhe, 


3. Wrath | 
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3. Wrath is revealed againit all hearers, that are no: 
doers of the wordof the Lord, by his taking away 1n the 
influence of ſuch judgements, the mercies, liberties and 
advantages they have made havock of; and this 1s good and 
needful to be cimely revealed, for the warning all, while it 
is to day that thoſe not wholly given over to blindneſs 
may ſee and fear : And for ſuch reaſons it muſt needs be 
chat offences come andtherefore wo to the world : bur 
woe, woe eſpecially to the mans or men by whom they 
comez it may be eaſier to them, that being offended by 
ſuch temptations and offences, do from thence offend and 
orieve Chriſts lictle ones ; 1 ſay, eaficr for them in the day 
of judgement, then for him, or them by whom the offence 
cometh. , 

Therefore though we know theſe things, and be eſtabli- 
ſhed in the preſent cruth of the Kingdom and patience of 
Jeſus; yer lecus have them alwayes in renemembrance, 
that ſoby the word of his lips we may keep us from: the 
paths of the deſiroyer. 

It is the Fathers good pleaſure (who hath given his one- Luke 12. 
ly begotten Sonto ſuffer even to Jeath for us all, when 3: 
ſinners and enemies) rogive unto thoſe litrle ones, who 
chough his gracein Chritt co manward believe on him, the wn 
everlaſting life & kingdom; bur it is ot of this worldznor in Joh. 8.36 BOS 
the time of this preſent world ro be poſſeſied, bur by faich . = 
and hope, which is the evidence of things nos ſeen, or ſen(i- _— 
bly enzoyed> the confidence of things hoped for ; God hath | 4 5 
reſerved the new heavens and earth, the world to come, for. _ 
choſe that now ſuffer with him, and patiently wait forthe 
Lord, and they ſhall inherit ir, and then ſhall judge re 
world,as reigners with him.;Bur nowthough both the hea- 
vens andeatth are the Lords, both by creation and recem- 
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ption alſo, yet the earth isnor ſo kepx byhim in his own = 

hand, or not ſo under his own immedtare government by --— M 
Jeſus Chriſt, and by his holy Angels, as che heavens are : : i 
Therefore he faith, The heavens, even the heavens are tht pf 115,166 ES 


Lords, but the earth hath h: givente the children: of men ; 
the Kingdomes of this world arenor yet, nor ſhallin the 
| ; © > time 


(28). 

- time of this world, ſo become the ki s of the Lord,and 
of his Chriſt, that he ſhould take to him his great power and 
reign; for that is ſpoken of as ſeen in viſion, tobe fulfil- 
led under the ſound of the ſeventh Angel, when there 

Rev.r;, ſhould be time no longer afforded to this preſent world ; 
15-17, but the myFerie of God ſhould be finiſhed,as he hath declared 
& 10.6,7. to his ſervants the Prophets; 11 the mean time, men (as 
Luk.29.34 men) are the proper children and heirs of this world, and 
the kingdoms od heriigic thereof; and ſo if the Saints of 

God have any ſhare in the kingdoms or heritages of this 

world, they have not their right and riclero the ſame as 
Saints (fo they are heirs of the world to come) bur as men, 

upon a humane) naturall, or crvil account ; and thoſe that 

are not Saints, 48 upon ſuch accounts, they have right to 

any thing in this earth their right and title 1s as good (as 

to the preſent poſſeſſion of it) as if they were Saints or be» 

Prairg.14, Evers in Chrilt: the men of the world have their portion 


EE. or take it from them. And therefore believing ſervants 
= (even ſuch as are under the yoke of unbelieving Maſters) 
x Tim.6.1. are inſtructed to connt their own maſters in or aftey the 
with 1 Pet- fleſh, worthy of all honour, even of all that honour God 
_ & Tie 7", his providence hath given them, and made due to them,b 
.AI,2.95 . - . 
"BY putting them in that place of maſterſhip. And by not 
withch.z, obſerving this counſel, there is occafion given for. the 
name and doQtine of God in Chriſt ro be blaſphemed, 
as tending to ſedition, and lifring men up out of their 
place in which God hath ſer them. 
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Therefore every ſoul(even of believers) 
is admoniſhed to be ſubjebt to the higher powers , ſuch as 
by Gods providence are ity preſent being over themwith- 
out diſputing how (whether legally or no, as roman) t 

came by that place (that queſtion pertains not ro Chriſti- 
ans, in order to their ſubmiſſion to the powers over them) 


yea: 
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(29) 
yea this we know, God exerciſes a more eſpeciall and im- 
mediate providence in the ordering thoſe places of rhe 


higher powers among men ; the power of pulling down Pſal.75. & 
and ſerting up principalities, is more peculiarly reſerved 3+ 


by him in his own hand, to be done as he pleaſerh, and 
nor lefc ſo much unto the power or diſpoſe of men as the 
outward adminiſtration of government over men, which 
he hath put intotheir hands, and left more under their 
power z nordorth God uſe his Saincs (as Saints) as inſtru- 
ments of pulling down or ſetting up, it pertains not to 
them as ſuch, bur God doth ir either by his more immedi- 
ate providences, and thoſe either more ordinary as in the 
derermining times, life and death in his ordinary ways Or 
more wonderfull and extraordinary , or ſomerimes by 
men as men,ſomerime by evil inſtruments, he pulls down 
and ſers up art his pleaſure, whether for mercy or chaſtiſe- 
ment, and alwayes wills us to be ſubje& ro them, that by 
his wiſe and gracious providence are ſet over us; and 
that nor onely for wrath, but for conſcience ſake, nor one- 
ly for fear of cheir wrath (or ſo, and in ſuch caſes and 
times onely, as when we cannor avoyd ir, but are awed 

roit by the wrath of men) bur atallcimes, even for con- 

fcience ſake towards God, who hath ſet them in ſach pla- 

ces Over us, and without whom they could not have had 


that power, nor can {tandinit one dayzwhatever be their 


right and will, -and whatever their policy and ftrengchro 
pucſue or maintain it : yeazhe hath declared ir-great wic- 
kedneſs to lifr up a hand againit him that isin the preſenc 
time, by Gods providence, King, Governour, or Ruler o- 
ver us, yea,though he were or ſhould be ſuch as he there 
mencioned (1 S$4m.24+-3-6-10-13.) whom God gave thy 
w bis anger, Hoſ.13.11. or ſuch as choſe Emperor 

epaxls time : Neither are the Tares robe plackt 

among the Wheat, nor the wicked tobe ſeverc 
mong the juſt, in the preſent Rare of the: kingdom of hea- 
ven, 12S in this world adminiftred 3 nor ate men (as men) 
capable of doing that work : Bur inthe end of this world, 
when the Son of man ſhall appear frombeaven mith bis migh- 


J 


2 (30) ! 
t) eAmgels, and when the children of the firſt reſurreQi. | 
on ſhallbe raiſed and made equall ro the Angels, he ſhall ! 
at that rime ſend his Angels to do that work z And they |, 
ſhall gather out of his kingdome all things that offends and © 
chews that do iniquity 3 Oull then, he bids his ſervants let 
them alone; the tares in Chtilts field, the wicked in his 
kingdomezas here adminiltred, Nor will Jeſus Chriſt own | 
any (though they pretend commullion from him) that go | 
about to pluck them our, or to take the kingdoms of this ' 
world out of the hands ofthe men of the world, to rake it - 
ro themſelves as their portion, or inheritance as Saints, 
before the Lord himſelf come, and bring all that ſleep in Je- 
ſus with him; for he hath commanded them the contrary, 
and admoniſhed themythat h#s kingdowe is not of this world, 
if it were,his ſervants might fight tor it ; but becavle it is 
not, they ought not. This is the time of their {fiering 
wich Chritt intheir ſeveral ages,thar ſo they may be con- 
formed to his Image in ſufferings now, and through them 


in the iſſue of them in glory. If we ſuffer with him in this 


world (where he ſuffered allche days of his fieſh, and for © 
his names ſake, and where that ſuffers reproach and bla- 
ſpbemy, and quietly bear andendure it, withour retorting 
and threatning, being followers of his ſteps, we ſhall reign 
with him,and be glorified together, Bur of this be we admo- 
Eh _ * niſhed, there 1s a great difterence between ſuffering with 
bz " him, and ſuffering asevil doers, I mean juſtly as ſuch ; for + 
"> a man maylufter as a deceiver and traitor, or the likes" | 
and ſuffer wrongſvily, he being true, The Apoliles were 
accuſed ofrreachery and ſedition, ſometimes againti their 
[nation , ſometimes againſt the Romans, 6 Wrong- | 
ly ; but ifaman give juſt occalion of his ſufferings, as | 
cis he hath cauſe to be aſhamed, and not glory in thoſe 
-rings (though yer in taking ſhame, he may find 
vRm, when there is none wich men.) | 
_ Likewiſe there igigrear difference berween thoſe ſuffe 
rings, 1n which a matytakes up bis Croſs paticntly. bearing 
tryals when they comes enduring them patiently without | 
refilling the evil > whether he meets with them in Gods 
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way » or they be ordered to him by way of correQion to- 


run him into it ; and thoſe rf ring un | 
Br” 


on himſelf by reſiſting, and ſeeking ro keep them off: ler 
no man glory of ſuch ſufferings, as if they were any thing 
of the Croſs of Chriſt or afflictions of rhe Goſpel, or for 
his fake » when it's evident , taey would have reſiſted and 
avoided them, if they could z and meerly procured them, 
by ſeeking toſave their lives ». and ayoid the Croſs, ( yea, 
chat alſo often in their prive, and ſelf-will) contrary to all 
Rule: of inſtruction given them by the great Lord and 
Maſter,who came not to be mimiſtred unto,but to miniſter,aud 
to give his life a ra»ſome for many; and when he could have 
prayed for more then twelve legions of angels, and had them 
ſenc forth to reſcue him,would not, but accepred the Cup, 
rhough biccec > which the Father gave him co drink : He 
patiently endured far the joy ſet before him in the glory 
chereby to be poſſeſſed in the ſame body in which he ſuf- 
fered, and for us, that ſo ke might bring w to God, 

That therefore we may be armed wuh the ſame mind that 
was in Chriſt Teſws, even with a fixed Spirit , fingly ſer for 
the doing the will of Godzand living tothat, that Wn 
Name in Chriſt may be known, and glorified by us; and o- 
thers may be profited ; and ſo. for the _ bearing and 
enduring the tryals we may meet with in his way, withour 
refilling or threatning » or being moved from rhe Faith 
and Hope in Chrilt, or from the profeſſion of ir, ler us firſt 
always diligently conſider bimzas Heb.1 2.132,3. 1.Chriſt 
himſelf hath ſuffzred for us in thefleſh, even all the days 
of hisfleſh z He was a ſufferer in his birth , bringing up» 
life and death, though he was Lord of all, and our Anoin- 
red King and Saviour, the Captain of our ſalvation; yea» 
he was made perfeft through ſufferings : and ſurely this 
was » that his followers ſhouldnor live this life they have 


ro livezin the fleſh, (or natural body) co the luſts of men, w* 


| 19: 
Py 


(their own or others ) butro che will of God ; and ſo al- 
ſo, that they ſhould /ive this Life in the fleſhy ( not by + ſen- 
ble enjoymenr of the hope of hiscalling, but) by Faith 
inthe Son of God, who loved us and gave himſelf for us. 
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Andif ſach things happened to the Lord and Maſter of 
houlbold all os i time ticre in the flat in this ſtate 
of morrality in which yer we are) why ſhould any of the 


houſhold count it hard meaſure to have ſuch uſe in the. 


world, and ſuch ſufferings in the fleſh as he graciouſly or- 
ders to us that we may be conformed to his image ? If 
he patiently endured who might have reſiſted, why ſhould 
any of us murmur or nor take it patiently , for 4s much as 
Chriſt alſo (»ffered in the fleſh , leaving ua an example that 
we ſhould follow his ſteps ? 

Yea, 2. He ſufferedall choſe unſpeakable great things 
that were laid on him by the Father , and from the hands 
of men, for us, even for us that were (inners , alrogether 
filthy , and enemies to him, and yet cryed nor againſt 
us that occaſioned thoſe ſufferings ro him. VVhereas 
what he calls us to ſuffer, is for him that hath ſo loved us, 
as to lay down his life for us when we were enemies ; 
and is the God , and Fountain of our lives , and of all our 
mercies and that by means of his death. Yea he ſuffer- 
ed for our fins > whereas our ſufferings are for his righte- 
ouſneſs ſake,if we ſuffer with him; or however:they are by 
bis righteous order > and ſo in and by the hands of a Me- 
diator» for the purging away our {in and making us parta- 
kers of his holineſs > who would not willingly and chear- 
fully follow his {teps. ; 

Seeing alſo, 3. Through his ſufferings the way is made 
poſſible , that ye may follow him , andreceive no harm 
rhereby,but much good by the ſavour of his oyntments lefc 
behind him ;z for he having born our ſins in his own body on 
the tree , hath nor lefc them for us to feel the weight of 
rhemin the wrath due for them in our ſufferings, but hath 
nailed them tothetree ; bing raiſed from the dead , he 
hath by himſelf purged away our fivs from before God, 
and obtained all power ro forgive all our fins, and heal 
all our diſeaſes, and himſelf (having redeemed us from the 
curſe of the law, and obrained plenreous and erernall re- 
demption fot us, that the bleſſing of Abraham might 
come upon us) is become in the Name of the Father » the 
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arenot in any of our 

or will of any adverſary 
God is brought tous, and rules oyer us ; none can do 
any thing beyond his permiſſion, and he will watch 
over us for good and be a preſent help in time of crou» 
ble ; ſeeing alſo, Though our mynines teſtifie againſt 
#9, yet with him there i: Prrginemef, that he may 3 fea- 
red and hoped in by us : and in due time he will fully 
deliver & redeem Iſrael! from all his troubles. He thas be- 
lieves will not maks haſte ; and not making haſte » he 
ſhall not be confounded. And wich chegcontideration's 


retaining inthe heart this hope, with the reaſonof ir(as 


oiven us in Chriſt Jeſus) which we ſhall find powerfull 
ro teach, (trengthen & ſave us; let us alſd be willing in 
the day of his power, as he is (by the preaching of che 
Croſs of Chriſt, and by his j ts) working us to 
will and —_ m—_— cat off, and calt de a 
defires, affections and purpoſes, ſet ch re 
below, as are diſcovered and nd bs his grace 
bringing ſalvation ; they otherwiſe will prove treache- 
rous to us, and occaſion us to fall in a day of tempta- 
tion : As coſay, che love to the praiſe ofmen, or to be 
known and owned as ſons of God in the world; 
a will to be rich, or the love of money, x Tim.6.9,10. 
Ezek.33-3233. Pſal.z19-36,37+ as in any meaſure 
we have found Chrilt , ſo for the excellency of the 
knowledge of him, all things are to be parted with as loſſe 
and durg,elfſe we cannot goon to Laney infos 
and be found i» him, See the many admonitions ro 
this purpoſe, not onely in the following part of that 
eMatth.i3, Mark g.&c. Bur alſo in Mat,i6. 24 &c. 
Joby I2,3 L Vc, Luke I 4+26*33» Mat.1 3+44- 46. 


E Con- 


Joh. 5. 44 
& 12.42, 
&c, 


Jan,4-324. 


mercy, make us wiſe and. pune the grace 
thar is in Chriſt Jeſus, that webenor moved 
by-any aMi&ions(though we ſuffer wrongfully) 
either from holding faſt the profeſs:0n of our faith, 
or to doany evil, in murmuring againſt,or ſpea- 


king evil of digaittes, or ftriruing, or threatning 


when we {uftcr , but commet 5 ji to bw that 
deeth rigbteouſly £ yea, let $ 4Dercy be re- 
Soy nd, which " hath 
ſhewed towards us in all the adminiſtration of 
his government over us in mani{old changes,and 
eſpecially beyond what could have bin expected 
(conſidering the offences that have come by ma- 
ny protcfiing godlineſſe) under this our King 
and preſent government z for whom, and for 
which let us pray, thatunder the ſame Gods 
peculiar people may yer have opportunity to 
tead a quiet and peaceable life 11 all godlineſſe and 
hozejfty, And it by occaſion of offences given by 
others we ſuffer, take 2t patiently; in ſo doing y 
the ſpirit of Glory and of God ſhall reſt upon 6: threa- 
ren not, bur pray for them that perſecute us 3 nor do 
any thing through rife or Vatn-glory, bur walk in, 
wiſdome towards them that are without, even in the 
wiſdome of God, and in that (and nor as felf- 
will or pride might move us) redeem the time, 
& improve the opportunities God may afford, 
in endeavouring the helpfulneſs of our ſelves, 
and one another in the faith and patience of 
Jeſus, looking for the mercy of God unto eter- 


ball life, and meddle not with things that be- 
long 
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preſerve us blameleſs unto the 


Amen. 
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